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that was animating him in the years immediately
preceding his consecration to the cause of the op-
pressed. When he speaks of his prospects being
"too good to be sacrificed for any uncertainty,"
his meaning is that he is aware of his political
popularity in his district. At about the time when
this letter was written, he was considering a prop-
osition made by his friends that he should become
a candidate for Congress. All that prevented his
doing so was the fact that he was not yet quite
twenty-five years old, and therefore, as he sup-
posed, barred out by a provision of the Consti-
tution.